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Village Scene  
Hampton Bishop July 2020 
  

Goodbye Ali we will remember you with love. 
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Hampton Bishop Villagers Association 
On behalf of HBVA, I would like to pass on our sincere condolences to Dave, 
Rory, Erin and family, upon the passing of Ali. 

Ali was a genuinely kind and thoughtful person. Her enthusiasm and active 
involvement in village life and beyond was appreciated by all. A lady 
admired by those who knew her, Ali touched the lives of many and will be 
greatly missed. 

HBVA 

HBVA Website & Noticeboard: http://www.hamptonbishop.info/ 
Noticeboard submissions: resilience.hamptonbishop@gmail.co 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hamptonbishophereford/ 
 
The village magazine itself was founded by Ali and can be found on the HBVA 
Website above as well as a dedicated Website 
http://www.hamptonbishopcommunity.co.uk where indexed copies of old 
articles and some lighter material may be found. 
 

John Anker 

Chair, Hampton Bishop Villagers Association 

http://www.hamptonbishop.info/
mailto:resilience.hamptonbishop@gmail.co
https://www.facebook.com/hamptonbishophereford/
http://www.hamptonbishopcommunity.co.uk/


~ 3 ~ 
 

Hampton Bishop Parish Council  
See  https://hamptonbishopparishcouncil.gov.uk/  

“Alison “Ali” Watkins – A Truly Remarkable Person 
Born in Hereford, Ali attended Kingstone High School, Hereford Sixth 
Form College and graduated from The University of Oxford (St 
Catherine’s College) in 1994. After a career in International Sales & 
Marketing, based in Kent, she returned to Hereford in 2002 becoming 
Managing Director of the family business, RSS Hereford. She met Dave 
the same year and they were married in St Lucia in 2003, Rory was born 
in 2005 and Erin in 2007. 

 

Diagnosed in 2010 with breast cancer, she underwent two operations 
and treatment which included six courses of chemotherapy and 15 
doses of radio therapy. She fought the disease with a positive outlook 
and “never give up” attitude. In 2015, Ali was diagnosed with bone 
cancer and underwent further treatment but within a couple of years 
the disease had spread to her liver. After various treatments we all 

https://hamptonbishopparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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remained hopeful that the disease could somehow be controlled but, in 
early 2020, scans showed that the latest drugs were unable to stop the 
growth of the tumours.  The last resort was to try IV Chemotherapy 
with the first treatment at home on the 29/5/20.  Sadly, although she 
tried so hard, her body was unable to fight any more.  Ali passed away 
peacefully at St Michaels Hospice, Bartestree, Hereford on the 12th 
June 2020 with Dave by her side. 

During her life Ali made many friends around the country and the world 
through work, University, college and the children’s school. Ali was 
passionate about fundraising, always doing all she could to help 
others.  Over the years Ali was proud to raise thousands of pounds for 
local charities such as the Red Cross, Macmillan, The Haven, St 
Michaels Hospice and the school PTFA where she was chairperson for 
two years. 

The family would like to express their thanks to Dr Goodyer of 
Cantilupe Surgery, Dr Elyan of Cheltenham Hospital, The Renton Unit 
(Hereford), The Haven (Hereford), St Michaels Hospice (Hereford), The 
District Nurses, The Palliative Care Team, Healthcare at Home and to 
many friends who have supported her through her courageous battle 
with cancer.  

We are eternally grateful. 
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In honour of Ali, and everything she brought to this world, donations 
can be made in accordance with her wishes which will benefit St 
Michaels Hospice (Hereford), The Haven (Hereford) and Breast Cancer 
Now. There will be three separate fundraising pages for each of the 
charities and we’d like to keep the donations as equal as possible. 

Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Your 
details are safe and will never be sold to a third party or be sent 
unwanted emails. Once you donate, the money goes direct to the 
charity. https://www.justgiving.com/remember/791993/Alison%20-Watkins 

Thank you 

Dave, Rory & Erin Watkins” 

 

Ali was also an enthusiastic member and supporter of the Mordiford 
Choir - Editor 

Roger’s Ramblings: Remembering Ali 
I can hardly imagine that it is nearly six years since Bridget and I came to live 
in Hampton Bishop. It was important to us that we had to have good 
broadband and so I did some research and found we were likely to have a 
problem. Anne Scott from whom we bought the house suggested that I speak 
to a lady called Ali Watkins which I duly did.  

Ali was the first person we spoke to before we came to HB. Of course, these 
first contacts were only on the telephone so my first impressions in my mind 

https://www.justgiving.com/remember/791993/Alison%20-Watkins
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were of a happy and helpful person who was enthusiastic about what could 
be done to improve broadband in HB. We chatted regularly as I tried to 
connect Hampton Bishop with Airband which I had used before, but it proved 
to be technically impossible.  

We moved in on the last weekend in October 2014. The weather was not very 
good, typical for a moving day. The first person who came to our door after 
our neighbours, John and Lynne, was Ali, with a small, very young and very 
beautiful black Lab. The was the first time we saw the smile which always lit 
up Ali’s face. Our Border Terrier, Hector, was not too enamoured of other 
dogs but he did take a liking to Tally, Ali’s dog 

Ali soon got to know our cars and every time we saw her in her Mini there 
was always a wave and a beaming smile. If there is anything that I will 
remember about Ali it was her smile. Whatever the weather always a wave 
and a smile. It was always so cheering to see her and we will miss her 
immensely. Even the Mini seemed to have a smile when Ali was in it. 

Very soon I discovered that she was the guiding hand behind the Village 
Magazine and I asked her if I could write a short piece about the welcome we 
had from HB villagers. This was published and formed the basis for my regular 
rambling article. Pretty soon we heard that Ali was unwell, but you would 
never have known it from the way she was with everyone. The money she 
raised for the Hospice and MacMillan Nurses was wonderful. Even through 
the latter days of her illness she still kept on bravely and merrily living her life 
as she wanted always with a smile. I can’t imagine how Dave, Rory and Erin 
are feeling but I hope they get comfort from the outpouring of love from the 
folk who live in this amazing village.  

Bye, bye, Ali we will miss you. 

Tributes to Ali Watkins 
Anne Scott 
I write this tribute to Ali with much warmth and affection, her help and 
kindness knew no bounds. Ali was the bright star that arrived in Hampton 
Bishop, lighting the Village up. Her organising skills were supreme, her ability 
in raising money for many Charities and Good Causes was phenomenal. It was 
an honour to know her and be one of her numerous friends. God Bless her 
Soul. 
 
Faustina Turner 
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Ali was an incredible person. She was full of humanity and was a shining 
Beacon not only in her personality but in her actions. A remarkable, visionary 
lady, an excellent listener, with a natural intuition in knowing when a coffee & 
a chat, a meal (she was an accomplished baker and cook) or a hug would 
make a difference. Despite her own health issues, she was always ready with 
her infectious smile. Ali will be deeply missed! She will, however, continue to 
shine and live on in our hearts. 

Paul and Katherine 
My wife and I have known Ali since our children went to Mordiford School & 
she was always such a lovely warm & genuine person. Ali really will be missed 
by a lot of people. We also remember after the flooding earlier this year how 
Ali helped out behind the bar on the local’s night. Apparently, it was 
something that she could cross off her bucket list. I have got to say she did 
look rather good behind the bar & Dariel even said she looked like the 
landlady. Our thoughts to Dave & all the family at this sad time. 
 
Jennie Francis (Gwilliam) 
As Dillwyn’s partner for a few years I hadn't known Ali long but she made an 
immediate impact on me from the first time we met at the Village Fete. When 
I last saw her which was just a few weeks ago she was still enthusiastically 
making helpful suggestions for my new herb garden. I would have loved to 
continue to know her as her positivity and zest for life shone out of her.  But it 
was not to be and today mine and Dillwyn’s thoughts and prayers are with her 
family.  
  
Val Watson 
My condolences to you and your family, Dave. Ali was a remarkable woman 
who made a huge impression wherever she went, with her energy, 
enthusiasm and positive approach. She will be missed in many ways. 
 
Sarah 
Ali has been in my thoughts so very much. I only knew her a short while and 
was so fortunate to have done so. 
 
Kay Spencer 
Such a sad day for the village but it was lovely to see so many at the funeral a 
real testimony of how well thought of, loved and respected she was. 
 
Barbara Kerr 
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It is so sad. She was thought of with affection and admiration xxx 
 
Helen and David Sudlow 
To Dave and all the family. Yesterday was a very special and moving occasion 
as we were all able to be part of the farewell to Ali in a quiet and thoughtful 
way. She was a truly wonderful friend in her kindness to others. Thank you for 
including us all, With love, Helen and Dave 
 
Richard Miller 
My feelings exactly. I felt truly honoured to be there. The whole occasion was 
suffused with the Love that Ali had for everyone she met. God bless you all, 
Dave and family... 
 
Norma Webb. 
Well said 
 
A kind response from Dave Watkins 
Dear HB, the people and community have been part of our lives for the last 11 
years. It was fitting that my darling Ali was laid to rest in place close to her 
heart and our house. Rory, Erin and I would like to thank everyone for 
wanting to see her off in style. We are truly sorry that we couldn’t have a 
proper wake in the midst of all the madness but at some point want to hold a 
memorial service and celebration of Ali’s life. 
Again, thank you for the kind cards, messages, food parcels and for the 
charitable donations made in Ali’s honour which so far have raised over £7k.  
Thank you everyone, Dave, Rory & Erin. 

Courgette & Chickpea Gratin. 
1 tin chickpeas 

7oz chopped tinned tomatoes 
1 tbs tomato purée 

1 tsp fresh thyme or oregano 
1 tbs olive oil 

12oz courgettes (sliced) 
1 large garlic clove 

pinch chilli flakes, S&P 
4oz grated cheese. 

 
Method. 



~ 9 ~ 
 

Put chickpeas, tomatoes and herbs into a saucepan and bring to the boil, 
lower the heat and simmer while you prepare the courgettes. Turn on the grill 
to heat up. Heat oil a pan and stir fry courgettes with the garlic and chilli 
flakes until tender about 4-5 mins. 
 
Mix the chickpea mix with the courgettes, correct the seasoning and 
pour the mixture into a gratin dish, level the surface and sprinkle with 
the cheese. Cook under the grill until the cheese bubbles up and goes golden 
brown. 
Serves 4. 

Garden Wisdom of days gone by 

“I'm not ageing, I just need re-potting”. 

Anon. 

MIDSUMMER. 

Flowers are approaching their peak in most gardens now, and so dead 
heading, watering, staking and harvesting will keep gardeners busy. Make the 
most of any good weather to enjoy your garden, and on warm nights make 
sure you stroll around after dusk to appreciate the scent of night-scented 
flowers. 

TOP TASKS and REMINDERS. 

Check plants for pests and diseases, also keep on top of those pesky weeds, 
you know you have to do it, it's part of gardening. Continue watering where 
necessary. Install garden lighting. 
ORNAMENTAL GARDEN 
V Prune shrubs that have finished flowering as necessary, prune 

wisteria. 
V Continue trimming hedges. 
V Prick out perennials and biennials sown earlier. 
V Dead head flowers and cut back rock plants that are becoming untidy. 
V Start to take cuttings of shrubs. 
V Cut back early flowering border plants to encourage a second flush. 
V Dead-head, prune and water plants in containers, also don't forget to 

feed. 
V Cut flowers for use indoors. 
V Stake and tie dahlias, debudding them if large blooms are required. 
V Check Aster novi-Belgium (Michaelmas daisies) for mildew and treat if 

needed. 
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V Order spring bulbs. (Yes, doesn't time fly!) 

LAWNS 

Leave clippings on the grass sometimes helping to conserve moisture. 
Increase mowing height in dry weather. 

WATER GARDEN 

Top up ponds with fresh water, rainwater if possible. 
Continue to feed fish to help build them up for winter. 

KITCHEN GARDEN 

V Harvest vegetables regularly as ready. 
V Check potatoes for potato blight. 
V Pick herbs for drying, freezing and use. 
V Thin seedlings, keeping an eye on watering. 
V Continue planting winter vegetables. 
V Water runner beans when flowering, and don't forget to feed. 
V Remove straw on strawberry beds after fruiting, and cut the foliage 

from strawberries not required for propagation. Root strawberry 
runners if required. 

V Cut off foliage affected by silver leaf on plums and other stone fruit. 
V Start summer pruning of trained apples and pears. 
V Cut down summer fruiting raspberry canes after fruiting. 

 

The Secret Life of the Garden Earthworm 

“It may be doubted whether there are any other animals which have played 
such an important part in the history of the world as these lowly organised 
creatures.” 
 
The Formation of Vegetable Mould through the Action of Worms. 
(Charles Darwin 1881). 
 
Darwin was the first naturalist to demonstrate the invaluable role of the 
earthworms in dragging plant remains below the soil surface, bringing organic 
rich soil up to the surface and improving aeration and drainage by the 
creation of tunnels. 
 
He was right - earthworms are a great help. About 90% of the fallen leaves in 
an orchard are dragged into the soil by worms, but Darwin had an over simple 
view of the role of these ‘lowly organised creatures’ in the creation of fertility. 
It is bacteria which turn raw plant remains into humus- fertile soil produces an 
abundance of earthworms rather than the other way round. Still they are a 
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vital part of the story and should be treated as friends in bed or border. One 
sq. metre of fertile soil will contain more than 100 worms. Most of them will 
be in the upper 20cm, but the common earth worm may have its permanent 
burrow a merger below the surface. It feeds underground but may come to 
the surface on a damp mild night, leaving its tail end firmly attached to the 
tunnel entrance. Light or vibrations will send it back quickly - with birds, 
hedgehogs, beetles and slugs to guard against. Nature has taught it to be 
cautious. 

WI Report  

There have been no meetings during lockdown, however some of our HB WI 

ladies and other ‘helpful sewing ladies in the village’ led by Barbara Kerr, have 

been busy beavering away sewing, initially Scrubs Bags, then latterly, Syringe 

Driver bags. The Herefordshire WI exceeded their target 2,500 Scrubs bags by 

an extra 500!  

The Federation Secretary, Caroline Wright, sent a letter of appreciation 

thanking all the sewers “who raided linen cupboards, cajoled neighbours and 

friends for fabrics, and dived into their own stash…” She added that “… the 

bags came in beautifully sewn in all colours and hues. Some even had 

messages for the NHS workers and a lady who didn’t sew knitted dolls with 

face masks on, which brought a smile to everyone’s face.” 

Ali had benefited from a syringe driver bag herself so asked Barbara if she and 

her team of splendid sewers could make a supply for the district Nurses so 

they could give them out to their patients. Ali had sent a photo of herself 

stylishly modelling one of hers. 

The response to Barbara from Lynne Carter, the Income Generation, 

Marketing and Communications Director on receipt the Syringe Driver bags 

said it all,  ” … on behalf of everyone at St Michael’s Hospice, thank you so 

much for your recent very kind  gift of  syringe driver bags for use by the ward 

and Hospice @Home which you and your friends took the time to make. They 

were very welcome indeed and much needed. The fact that you are all 

thinking of others, at what is a worrying and difficult time for us all, speaks 

volumes of your kindness and fellow feeling. I believe that the generosity of 

spirit shown in making your gift is the bedrock of what is good about our local 
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community and will be what helps us all get through this current crisis 

together.” 

We have had a mini virtual meeting on July 1st set up by our President Kay, to 

touch base with us. She informed us that some of the Herefordshire WI’s had 

been continuing to have meetings and speakers virtually during the lockdown 

so this was a trial to find out if there would be enough people for us to do the 

same. Due to some technical glitches and other demands, only 7 of us were 

able to be present. 

Kay updated us on the current regulations for the hire of the hall, which 

requires only one group of people to have its use at any one time. The 

maximum occupancy in the main hall is now 25 and the windows and doors 

would also have to be opened. We discussed a way forwards with varying 

suggestions made.  

We are going to hold a Social distancing meeting on Thursday 9th July at 2:30 

on the playing fields by the village hall. Members are invited to bring their 

own picnic, a folding chair or blanket to sit on. There are 2 benches already on 

the veranda at the hall and Kay will bring 3 extra folding chairs for those who 

do not have any. The picnic will be weather dependent. Toilet facilities would 

be accessible. 

We will be attempting to follow the diary of speakers planned for this year, 

after this has been confirmed with them. Our future meetings may be moved 

to the afternoons while the weather is amenable, dependant on a majority 

decision. These could be changed on the day if the weather is inclement. So 

please make sure you contact Kay (01432 870586) or Barbara (01432 870648) 

if you would like to join us anytime. New members are always welcome. 

 

Bishop Village Hall Booking Charges 

Main Hall  £10.00 per hour / £12.00 at weekend 

Villagers  £7.50 per hour / £9.00 at weekend 

Committee Room £7.50 per hour / £10.00 at weekend 

Villagers  £6.00 per hour / £7.00 at weekend 

Weddings  £250 (up to 3 days) 

Villagersô Weddings  £200 (up to 3 days) 

Marquee Surcharge £25.00 
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Other Functions  £70.00 per day 

Use of Kitchen £10.00 per session 

Glasses Hire £10.00 per booking 

 

To hire the hall please contact Val Watson on 07762 103110 

 Please note: 

 

¶ Booking forms can be found at 

http://www.hamptonbishop.info/publications 

¶ The hall should be left clean and free of any litter. Otherwise any 

costs incurred will be charged to the hirer. 

¶ A discretionary hire fee refund can only be given if at least 72 

hoursô notice of cancellation is provided. 

¶ Main Hall Capacity for use of tables (i.e. meals etc..) is 80 people 

while it can accommodate 120 standing. 

 

Useful Contact Details 

Church Treasurer Ken Tinsley 870620 

PCC Secretary  Julia Pearson 870459 

Tuesday Lunch 
Thelma Netherway or 
Julia Pearson 

870968 
870459 

Church Wardens Dr Richard Miller 870612 

  Mr Edwin Moss 870278 

Villagers Association Chairman John Anker 870483 

VA Treasurer Jo Evans 870724 

Village Hall Booking Clerk Val Watson 07762 103110 

Parish Council Clerk Lynda Wilcox 353492/07713 077077 

Chairman of Parish Council Steve Hunt 07970 822348 

Vice-Chair of Parish Council Mark Frankland 870735 

Womens Institute Secretary  Barbara Kerr  870648 

Mordiford Community Choir  Tom Hughes mordifordchoir.co.uk 

St Andrew's Bell Ringers Edwin Moss 870278 

EA Flood Warning   0345 988 1188 

Police non-emergency   101 / 03003333000 

Iyengar Yoga Fiona Hawkins 860270 

Dance Fusion Heather Winterbourn 07834 208639 

National Council for Women Lois Davies 851558 

http://www.hamptonbishop.info/publications/4584092040
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Shushinkai Karate Amy Powell 851868 

Girls around the Block  Lyn Daffurn 870201 

CAMEO Thelma Netherway 870968 

The Vicarage, 107 Church Road   353068 

Tupsley, HR1 1RT.   vicar@stpaulshereford.org.uk 

The Benefice Office  Tupsley 274490  

Village Scene 
Peter Turner, 
pmdturner@btinternet.com 
 

870911 / 
07576587639 

 

Hampton Bishop Open Gardens 2020  

 

Hampton Bishop Virtual Open Gardens was inspired and coordinated by 

Alison Watkins and is still available to view at 

http://www.hamptonbishop.info/open-gardens-2020/4594941789  

St Andrews Church – Service this Sunday 6pm! 
It seems strange writing that as Hot News – but such are these times.   
More on this below, but first, as a whole village we are so aware and sad 
at the death of Ali Watkins, whose vivacious life and encouraging 
involvement in so many ways will be so sorely missed.  As Rachel 

mailto:pmdturner@btinternet.com
http://www.hamptonbishop.info/open-gardens-2020/4594941789
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expressed it so well last Friday, she found so many ways of ‘putting love 
into practice’. 
No-one would have chosen to hold her funeral under current restrictions, 
but to me and several I spoke to, in that full summer day it seemed, rather 
than restriction, more like her aliveness and our appreciation bursting out 
of one location to fill the whole village.  It reminded me of John 20 – in the 
Bible she so often read so well in Family Services.   

Sunday Services… from this Sunday at 6pm 
Having thought carefully through cautions and risk, St Andrew’s are 
opening before St Paul’s for some gathered worship.  As I write, the exact 
form of our worship services will develop as rules change, but we are 
planning a 30-minute quiet service each Sunday through July.  Please take 
care: 5ƻƴΩǘ come if you are at particular risk; Do wear if mask if you wish; 
Do try, if possible, to retain full 2m distance; and there will be no singing 
nor hand contact. Service leaflets will be in pews ready, and untouched 
until the next Sunday. 

St Andrew’s may continue to have supervised open times on Thursday 
mornings – lookout for the sign. 

Meanwhile we’ll continue for many months sending regular letters and you 
can join our mailing list by emailing beneficeoffice@stpaulshereford.org.uk.  
Our main worship is through YouTube, and our current and previous letters 
(both Sunday Worship and midweek messages) are all here: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1etCrkNv53UjEYB9jo1qBMR4l1rNmlE
xy?usp=sharing   
We’re active on https://www.facebook.com/stpaulshereford/ and of course 

on the village website. 

Our continued prayers and warmest wishes  Nick 
Rev Nick Armstrong 01432 353068 and Rev Rachel Robertson 07568 607720  

vicar@stpaulshereford.org.uk ;      rachel.robertson@stpaulshereford.org.uk 

we have a team happy to pray with people and to have their numbers 

being made available especially as we join together more than ever 

enabling Life to grow through COVID-19: 

¶ Thelma Netheraway 01432 870968 

¶ Faustina Turner 01432 870911 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1etCrkNv53UjEYB9jo1qBMR4l1rNmlExy?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1etCrkNv53UjEYB9jo1qBMR4l1rNmlExy?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulshereford/
mailto:vicar@stpaulshereford.org.uk
mailto:rachel.robertson@stpaulshereford.org.uk
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¶ Sue O'Gorman 01432 870657 

¶ Richard Miller 01432 870612 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your local supplier for all 

your coating needs: - 

¶ Galvanizing  

¶ Shotblasting  

 ¶ Powder Coating  

Tel: 01432 267664  

www.galvanizers.co.uk  

No job too small  

 


